PAGE  
4

RUSSIAN HISTORY
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· Pre 1917 Tsar Nicolas II ruled Russia.  The ruling class was rich and powerful whilst the majority of the population were poor, peasant workers.  These people lived in appalling conditions typified by hardship and suffering due to low wages and little food. 

· In February of 1917, people demonstrated in Petrograd (St. Petersburg / Leningrad).  Emperor Nicholas II was forced to surrender his position.

· The October Revolution was a more organised rebellion, establishing the Bolsheviks in power.  Lenin, who was supported by Stalin and Trotsky, led them.  Communism was established. 

· When Lenin died, the struggle for leadership between Stalin and Trotsky intensified.  

· Trotsky wanted to educate his people.

· Stalin established control of the secret police.  He wanted ‘socialism in one country’. 

· In 1918 there was a civil war in Russia.  Western countries sent armies to fight against the Bolsheviks, as they were worried that Communism might spread to their own countries. 

· Stalin started to dictate and command the people.  Not quite the ‘new society’ they had hoped for.

· Trotsky wanted to industrialise Russia and wanted a world revolution or ‘permanent revolution’.

· Stalin discredited Trotsky.  By clever use of his slogan-chanting masses and the secret police, he forced Trotsky out of Russia.  

· Stalin changed his mind and decided he wanted to industrialise Russia - quickly.  He implemented the ‘Five Year Plan’.  It failed.

· Stalin blames this failure on Trotsky.  His propaganda machine (Pravda) really takes off and he makes up stories about what Trotsky has done to damage Russia.  Indeed, anything that went wrong was blamed on Russia’s ‘enemies’.  

· Still reeling from previous difficulties, there was a famine in Russia.

· Some Russian people started to rebel against Communism, feeling that they were no better off than before.  (In 1929 the Kulaks burnt their farms and killed their cattle to prevent the government taking ownership of them.) These people were punished and killed by Stalin in his ‘show trials’.  Indeed, Stalin’s power was so great that innocent people (basically, anyone he saw as a threat) confessed to crimes they had not committed.

· Stalin’s position was increasingly dictatorial and tyrannical.  Further, he wanted to be worshipped and he came to be seen as a god-like figure. 

· At the outset of the Second World War, Stalin initially sided with Britain and France.  Later, in 1939, he changed his mind and formed an agreement with Germany.  

· Despite this, Germany invaded Russia in 1941.  The Russian people suffered tremendous hardship in the years following this invasion but in 1943, Germany was driven out of Russia.

· By 1943 Stalin’s power was absolute.  He was more like a Tsar than a man whose new society was based on the views of Marx and Lenin.  He met with Britain and America to discuss the war. 

Who’s who and what’s what?

Representation / Allegory / Satire in Animal Farm
Work in pairs.  Using your knowledge of the text, and after reading the handouts on Russian History, identify who or what the characters, events and places in Animal Farm represent or are symbolic of.  

	1
	Mr. Jones
	A
	Russian Flag (hammer & sickle)

	2
	Old Major
	B
	Vanity / Selfishness

	3
	Napoleon
	C
	Stalin’s slogan-chanting masses 

	4
	Snowball
	D
	Germany (Hitler)

	5
	Boxer
	E
	The Kremlin

	6
	Clover
	F
	The Kulaks (peasants)

	7
	Benjamin
	G
	‘Hymn to J. V. Stalin’

	8
	Moses
	H
	Heaven

	9
	Squealer
	I
	Owners / Exploitative Capitalists

	10
	Mollie
	J
	Religion

	11
	The Sheep
	K
	The Politburo

	12
	The Dogs
	L
	Communism

	13
	The Chickens
	M
	Marx / Lenin

	14
	Pilkington of Foxwood
	N
	Spanish Revolutionary Song

	15
	Frederick of Pinchfield
	O
	Exploited workers

	16
	Animalism
	P
	Committed & Dutiful Worker 

	17
	The Rebellion
	Q
	Britain (Churchill)

	18
	The Battle of the Cowshed
	R
	The Secret Police

	19
	The Windmill
	S
	Intellectual cynic / pessimist

	20
	The Battle of the Windmill
	T
	Tsar Nicholas II

	21
	Sugarcandy Mountain
	U
	Stalin

	22
	The Humans (in general)
	V
	Voice of sympathy / paternal

	23
	The Animals (in general)
	W
	Germany’s invasion of Russia 1941

	24
	Flag with hoof & horn
	X
	Industrialisation

	25
	Napoleon’s Pig Committee
	Y
	Trotsky

	26
	The Farmhouse
	Z
	The October Revolution 1917

	27
	‘Beasts of England’
	AA
	The February Rebellion 1917

	28
	‘Comrade Napoleon’
	BB
	Stalin’s propaganda machine (Pravda)


‘Although various episodes are taken from the actual history of the Russian Revolution, they are dealt with schematically and their chronological order is changed.’ George Orwell.
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	1
	Mr. Jones
	
	Tsar Nicholas II

	2
	Old Major
	
	Marx / Lenin

	3
	Napoleon
	
	Stalin

	4
	Snowball
	
	Trotsky 

	5
	Boxer
	
	Committed & Dutiful Worker 

	6
	Clover
	
	Voice of sympathy / paternal 

	7
	Benjamin
	
	Intellectual cynic / pessimist 

	8
	Moses
	
	Religion 

	9
	Squealer
	
	Stalin’s propaganda machine (Pravda)

	10
	Mollie
	
	Vanity / Selfishness 

	11
	The Sheep
	
	Stalin’s slogan-chanting masses 

	12
	The Dogs
	
	The Secret Police 

	13
	The Chickens
	
	The Kulaks (peasants) 

	14
	Pilkington of Foxwood
	
	Britain (Churchill) 

	15
	Frederick of Pinchfield
	
	Germany (Hitler)

	16
	Animalism
	
	Communism

	17
	The Rebellion
	
	The February Rebellion 1917

	18
	The Battle of the Cowshed
	
	The October Revolution 1917

	19
	The Windmill
	
	Industrialisation

	20
	The Battle of the Windmill
	
	Germany’s invasion of Russia 1941 

	21
	Sugarcandy Mountain
	
	Heaven

	22
	The Humans (in general)
	
	Owners / Exploitative Capitalists

	23
	The Animals (in general)
	
	Exploited workers 

	24
	Flag with hoof & horn
	
	Russian Flag (hammer & sickle)

	25
	Napoleon’s Pig Committee
	
	The Politburo

	26
	The Farmhouse
	
	The Kremlin 

	27
	‘Beasts of England’
	
	Spanish Revolutionary Song

	28
	‘Comrade Napoleon’
	
	‘Hymn to J. V. Stalin’


‘Although various episodes are taken from the actual history of the Russian Revolution, they are dealt with schematically and their chronological order is changed.’ George Orwell.
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